
Christmas Stars
Many use the Coco-Cola advert as their favourite first sign of Christmas but at St. Ed’s it is always our Nativity performances that 
signal Christmas is on its way!  This year, our traditional nativity was performed by our Form 1 and Form 2 children who entertained 
their proud audience with an array of new festive songs including ‘A Great Big Star’ and “It’s a squash, it’s a squeeze”.  #St. Ed’s defies 
anybody who left the Chapel that day without a tear in their eye!  The following day it was our Early Years children who turned the 
Chapel into a winter wonderland of animals helping Rudolph who had lost his nose!  After all of the animals kindly offered Rudolph 
alternatives, including a carrot and a star, it was Mr Walliker himself who saved the day as Rudolph’s nose appeared in his pocket!  
Thank Christmas for Mr Walliker!

Congratulations to our Ties!
Many congratulations to Ella Chauhan, Madelaine Murrin, Jake Paterson, Guy van 
Oudtshoorn and Erin Wilson who were awarded their Prefect “ties” this term.  
Voted for by the school staff, the “ties” role is to support the Heads of Prep 
School, Kitty and Freddie, and assume particular responsibilities in and around the 
school.  Quoting Churchill, “the price of greatness is responsibility” so well done 
to you all for your more than deserving recognition.   

Welcome  
Baby Michael

Mr Church 
and his wife 
Jitka are 
delighted to 
announce 
the birth of 
their son, 
Michael who 
arrived in 
this world 
on Saturday 
17th November at 8.00 am weighing 
in at 8 lbs.  Jitka went into labour just 
before the school’s boarding night 
which put a whole new twist on its 
theme, “the Great Escape!”  Many 
congratulations to all three of you 
and welcome to the St. Ed’s family 
baby Michael!
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..... St. Ed’s Remembered  
Along with the nation, St. Ed’s 
commemorated the centenary of the 
armistice at the end of the Great War 
with a number of incredibly special and 
unique events, the first of which was  
Mr Wright’s Armistice Sponsored Swim.  
To remember our 37 alumni who gave 
their lives during the First World War, 
a team made up of pupils, parents, staff, 
alumni, grandparents, siblings and friends 
swam for 37 hours non-stop with the 
aim to swim the equivalent distance 
to travelling from mainland England 
to Albert at the heart of the Somme 
battlefield, 98 miles!  

Mr Wright reported,  
“What an absolutely amazing 37 hours 
we had.  Rather like Tommy Atkins in 
1914, St. Ed’s response as a community 
to the “call to arms” made back in 
September was quite simply breath-
taking.  In terms of the distance swum, 
our initial target was blown away with 
a staggering 272 miles completed 
which means we swam from St. Ed’s 
to Albert and then managed to get 
back to mainland England – a truly 
incredible total.  To single out just 
a few highlights, the swimmer who 
achieved the greatest distance was 
Miss Ritchie who during her four 
hours in the pool, which included a 
two hour stint from 2 am to 4 am, 
swam a staggering 718 lengths!  Miss 
Wade-Smith clocked an impressive 658 
lengths and Mrs Church, who was over 
39 weeks pregnant at the time, came 
in between 4.00 am and 5.00 am to 
swim a length or two.  Also taking part 
was our oldest swimmer Alan Hardy, 
Grandfather to Leo and Georgia 
Christmas, who is himself a veteran 
having served 26 years in the Army.   
He was injured in the Falklands war 
and as a result of injuries sustained on 
active service, swam his 80 lengths with 
the use of only his arms, just amazing.”  

The swim raised funds for the “There 
But Not There” campaign which is a 
nationwide installation for the centenary 
commemoration.  It has three aims: to 
commemorate those who lost their lives 
and fought in this war, educate the young 
about the past sacrifices made by this 
generation, and raise substantial funds to 
help heal Veterans still suffering physically, 
as well as those with the hidden wounds 
of mental health issues associated with 
their time in Service.  As this edition 
went to print, the total amount raised 
is a staggering £11,500.  On hearing of 
this fantastic achievement, Mrs Jo Walker, 
Deputy Chair of Trustees for the There 
But Not There campaign (and mum to 
Toby and Florence!) wrote to Mr Wright.  

Dear Mr Wright

First of all, I want to thank you for all the 
support you, the school and the wider  
St. Ed’s community have given There But Not 
There this year – the Armistice swim and 
the exhibition event that took place at St. 
Edmund’s was possibly the most spectacular 
of all of the fund raising efforts that we have 
heard about, a truly fantastic all inclusive 
event. To me it summed up the essence of 
St. Edmund’s and its alumni and supporters. 
I felt very proud to be part of such a 
wonderful place.

Our “There But Not There” Tommies have 
been installed around the country at war 
memorials, within communities, on iconic 
landmarks and in the homes of over 80,000 

people, commemorating the fallen of WW1. 
We are so proud and honoured to have 
played a part in the country’s remembrance 
of the centenary of the end of the war. None 
of this would have been possible without the 
magnificent and generous backing we have 
received along the way, so this note comes 
with my sincere thanks for the support you 
have given to our project. 

The swim started what was a very 
moving and reflective week at St. Ed’s.  
Mr Taylor’s WW1 Commemorative 
Exhibition was simply outstanding and 
included over 200 WW1 historical 
artefacts and memorabilia, including 
weapons, rifles, uniforms, medals and rare 
items including a WW1 blood transfusion 
box (1 of only 2 left in the world), and a 
Sopwith Camel propeller amongst other 
unique items.  Over the three days it 
was on display, the exhibition welcomed 
over 850 visitors from the surrounding 
community including our own pupils 
and parents, children from local schools 
and residents from residential homes, 
all of whom were both astounded at 
such a unique collection and grateful 
to have been part of it.  One of the 
most poignant moments was when 
the residents from Huntington House 
visited.  Upon hearing the Chapel Choir 
in rehearsal, Miss Green kindly asked 
the choir to sing two songs that they 
had performed earlier in the school’s 
remembrance services, Flanders Fields 
and Keep the Home Fires Burning.  Upon 
hearing the music, the gentlemen were 
all noticeably moved by the whole event 
and there was not a dry eye present in 
the chapel.  Mr Taylor was absolutely 
delighted to see so many families and 
neighbours attend the exhibition on the 
Saturday and we are incredibly grateful 



to Mrs Abson who baked beautiful 
Poppy Cakes for the school to donate. 
(Mrs Abson’s cake company “A Fancy 
Piece” can be found at www.facebook.
com/afancypiece) . Thanks to everyone’s 
generosity, the school raised £592.56 for 
the Poppy Appeal collection.

On Friday 9th November, the whole 
school attended Remembrance Services 
in the Chapel and we were honoured 
and delighted to welcome St. Ed’s OSE Lt 
Col (Ret’d) Crispin Black MBE to address 
the congregation. Lt Col Black was a 
22-year-old second lieutenant with the 
Welsh Guards in the Falklands War and 
was on the HMS Sir Galahad when it was 
bombed by Argentinian forces. He also 
served in Northern Ireland, headed the 
U.K. Defence Intelligence Staff ’s Yugoslav 
Crisis Cell, and was posted to the British 
government’s Cabinet Office to work 

for the Joint Intelligence Committee and 
COBRA.  He is currently an independent 
intelligence analyst and commentator on 
terrorism issues and he spoke profoundly 
of his personal experiences as well as 
speak to his enamoured audience about 
WW1 and what war meant then and 
what it means now.  Miss Green led the 
Chapel Choir in a beautiful selection 
of songs and hymns including Flanders 
Fields, Keep the Home Fires Burning and 
I vow to thee my country, and whilst 
photos of the school’s 81 OSE’s appeared 
on a screen, the school fell silent as we 
remembered them.  

To express their gratitude, the There But 
Not There committee have prepared 
a unique code (STEDSTOMMY10) 
that gives us all, and the wider St. Ed’s 
community a 10% saving on their 10” 
Tommies.  This can be redeemed at 

check-out when purchasing from their 
store.  Veterans need support year-round 
and by buying a Tommy you will be 
supporting our six beneficiary military 
charities which ensure the support is 
there year-round too.  So whether it’s 
yourself or as a Christmas present, please 
do take a Tommy home this Christmas 
and share this code with the wider  
St. Ed’s community so we can ensure  
the work of their beneficiaries continues.   
On behalf of the Headmaster, Mr Wright 
and Mr Taylor, thank you so much  
for your support during our 
Remembrance week. 

At the going down  
of the sun and in  
the morning, we will  
remember them.



What’s been going on ..... 

Children in Reception went on a Bear Hunt this term, and having waded through the 
“swishy swashy grass” and lumbered through the “squelch squerch mud” they marched 
on the “big booming stage” and performed a brilliant assembly! Congratulations to all 
Reception bears!

 We’re going on a bear hunt

Elfmania!
Shockwaves permeated the 
corridors of St. Ed’s this week 
with the realisation that Santa’s 
Elves were no longer busy in 
their workshop getting ready for 
Christmas Eve, but running amok 
around the school grounds!  Their 
instantly recognisable red and green 
hats could be spotted all over the 
Cross Country track some running 
together, some sprinting ahead.  
Could this really be Santa’s Elves 
breaking with tradition, or could 
it perhaps be our annual Charity 
Run in aid of the Phyllis Tuckwell 
Hospice? Here’s hoping for the 
latter otherwise we could all be 
faced with some very disappointed 
little people on Christmas Eve!

Harvest Festival
Our children in Reception, Forms 1 
and 2 celebrated Harvest Festival by 
performing a wonderful assortment of 
songs and poems for the enjoyment 
of their parents, the Headmaster and 
our Lower Prep teaching staff.  Having 
presented their food offerings to the 
altar, the children treated their proud 
audience to a collection of fantastic 
performances, including one particular 
song highlighting their strong dislike 
of sprouts!  Following tradition, the 
children’s donations were taken to a local 
Food Bank, this year Headley, for those 
in the community who may need a little 
help.  Thank you Reception, Form 1 and 
2 for your excellent performances but 
more importantly for your generosity 
and help in the community.

The Fire of London
Not satisfied with just reading about the Fire of London and learning about it in their History lesson,  Form 2 decided to recreate it 
this term thanks to some cardboard box house building, a sandpit and a match! It beats looking at a picture any day!



We all know that Horrible Histories is a 
firm favourite within the Puntablock walls, 
so what better way of showcasing your 
newly honed Ancient Egyptian knowledge 
than to present your very own Horrible 

Histories show in assembly!  Well, that 
is exactly what the children in Form 3A 
did proving that there is a lot more to 
Ancient Egypt than just pyramids and 
Tutankhamen!  

Horrible Histories

Talking to the Animals
Our Early Years children received an 
array of different visitors this term, many 
of them with a lot more legs than them. 
In fact, one with approximately 748 legs 
more!  

Thanks to Zoo Lab and their Surrey 
Ranger, the children got to meet Luna the 
African Land Snail, Matilda the Millipede, 
Ivy the Tarantula, Harley the Corn Snake 
and Wizard the Rat!  

Mummifying Form 3!
Continuing with their Ancient Egypt, 
Form 3 enjoyed a day out this term 
when they visited Haslemere Museum.  
The museum is renowned for its 
Egyptian collection, including a Mummy 
(the only one in the South East outside 
of London) and several mummified 
animals amongst its compendium of 130 
Egyptian artefacts.  In fact, mummifying 
was at the top of the agenda for our 
aspiring Indiana Jones scholars; having 
decoded hieroglyphics and played a 
selection of Egyptian games, the children 
had a practical workshop on mummifying 
before taking on the challenge of 
mummifying their own toys.  A lot of fun 
for all, although it did prove to be a tad 
difficult for the young lady who insisted 
on bringing in her giant unicorn - now 
there’s a challenge!

Spooks and Ghouls
For our Form Takers, choosing a topic for your class assembly can sometimes be a challenge when you have so many different subjects 
to choose from.  However, Mr van Outdshoorn and Mrs Messina were absolutely delighted to be told this term that their assemblies fell 
on, and fell the day before Halloween!  Embracing their spooky theme, both classes presented a cackling, devilish and gruesome portrayal 
of why every year we think it is perfectly normal for our children to dress up in hideous costumes and knock on strangers’ doors!!  Well 
done both Form 2M and 5vO on your suitably scary performances.

A trip to the cinema
A number of our GCSE Music students 
enjoyed a trip to the cinema with Miss 
Green to see “Bohemian Rhapsody” last 
week. Queen’s track “Killer Queen” is a 
set work for the Edexcel syllabus they 
study, so not only was it a fun night out, it 
was also an informative/educational visit 
... even if Miss Green did sing all the way 
through the film!!



Form 6HP couldn’t resist getting 
“Christmassy” for their assembly this 
term … it was almost December so who’s 
complaining!  Using poetry as their prose, 
their audience enjoyed an entertaining 
selection of festive poems including  
Talking Turkeys by Benjamin Zephaniah.  
If you haven’t heard it yet, then Form 6HP 
strongly advise the following:

Be nice to yu turkeys dis christmas 
Cos’ turkeys just wanna hav fun 
Turkeys are cool, turkeys are wicked 
An every turkey has a Mum. 
Be nice to yu turkeys dis christmas, 
Don’t eat it, keep it alive, 
It could be yu mate, an not on your plate 
Say, Yo! Turkey I’m on your side.

Talking Turkeys

Form 1 Fireworks
Form 1 presented a fantastical firework 
foray on the Jubilee stage this term as they 
used their Assembly to not only share 
some interesting facts about fireworks, but 
to also remind their young audience about 
the dangers of fireworks and how to 
behave when around them.  For example, 
did you know that fireworks were first 

invented in China over 2000 years ago and 
that they were first used to scare away 
evil spirits?  No I didn’t know that either!  
And also, always remember to wear gloves 
when handling a sparkler and to shut your 
animals away in a safe place.  Thank you so 
much Form 1 for your whizz, zoom and a 
banger of a performance!

Just Smile and Wave
Form 7 have spent this 
term exploring coastal 
processes in their 
Geography classes 
and Ms Stoyle set 
them a task where half 
the class were asked 
to make destructive 
waves and the other 
half of the class 
were asked to make 
constructive waves.  
The children had 
to portray different 
characteristics, including correctly showing 
the wave height and length and the 
correct swash and backwash strengths, still 
with me?!  Congratulations to everyone 
for their fantastic 3D wave models.

Private Peaceful
Having studied Private Peaceful 
in their English lessons last 
year, and coinciding with their 
work on Remembrance, our 
Form 7 children enjoyed a 
trip to Woking Theatre this 
term to watch Simon Reade’s adaptation 
of Michael Morpurgo’s story of a young 
soldier’s final day in World War 1 and the 
strength of human spirit.  

The most sought after Boarding Night 
took place this term, not once but twice 
thanks to an overwhelming vote by our 
Seniors’ to introduce a Great Escape 
just for them! Branded by the children 
as “the best night EVER in the St. Ed’s 
calendar” our escapees were certainly 
not disappointed as they were chased 
around the school grounds by the staff, 
prompting the insurmountable question 
… who actually has the better time?  
Staff or children!  Many congratulations 
to Team Tom who won the Senior 
evening and Team Dick who gained glory 
for the Prep School.  Until next year … 



Merry Christmas Form 2D
Complete with their Christmas Jumpers, Form 2D performed an incredibly festive 
assembly last week where they took their audience on a trip around the world 
and the Christmas traditions that take place in countries such as South Africa, Italy, 
The Philippines and Venezuela to name but a few.  They also mastered saying Merry 
Christmas in quite a few different languages, so here goes … #St. Ed’s wishes you all in 
Form 2D a very Masayang Kapaskuan!

Recycling Form 5
Form 5RW chose an incredibly vital issue to present to their audience in assembly 
this term, the 6 Rs.  The 6 Rs are an important checklist that designers use to reduce 
the environmental impact of products and they can also be used to evaluate the 
environmental impact of other products.  Standing for Reduce, Rethink, Refuse, Recycle, 
Reuse and Repair, our Form 5’s delivered an important message to their young audience, 
“we need to ensure that the 6 Rs are part of our everyday life and that we can all make 
a difference”.  Congratulations Form 5RW and thank you for raising this crucial topic.

Your Royal Highness
Yasmin Babur (Form 5) spent the summer 
thinking about how to become a powerful 
woman, and wrote to a very important 
person for advice.  Last month she 
received a very special letter, which read:

“Dear Yasmin, The Duchess of Sussex has 
asked me to thank you for your letter and 
regrets that she is unable to reply personally, 
but I can say on her behalf, that she feels 
very passionately about empowering young 
girls and women and she is deeply touched 
that you look to her for inspiration.  As for 
your important question on how to become 
a powerful woman, the first step is to believe 
in yourself and to believe you can make a 
difference in the world.  How you choose to 
make a difference will be entirely up to you, 
but you can make the world a better place.  
The Duchess of Sussex is grateful to you for 
taking the trouble to write to her and has 
asked me to send you her very best wishes.”

Congratulations Yasmin and thank you 
so much for sharing your amazing letter 
with #St. Ed’s.

FOSE Fireworks
A big thank you to FOSE, especially 
Bella Butler and Sam Dunning (Form 
3) for hosting yet another fantastic 
St. Ed’s fireworks evening.  Many 
congratulations to everyone who went 
to the amazing effort of creating their 
space themed Guys and posters, an 
array of superb talent on display this 
year!  Big congratulations to Euan 
Smith and Archie Danes in F1 and Max 
Smith and Freddie Danes in Nursery 2 
for being awarded the grand winners 
of the Guy Competition with their 
“Space Monstrosity”.  
According to their 
Mums, they were 
incredibly pleased with 
their win and only 
slightly traumatised to 
watch their creation 
go up in flames!  
Congratulations boys!



Our Mount Rushmoor
Form 8vO chose the iconic memorial 
Mount Rushmoor as the basis of their 
assembly this term, linking it to their 
PSHE lessons on diversity.  Each of 
them chose a new face to carve into 
the granite to represent an inspirational 
person and their diversity.  Their choices 
included Sir David Attenborough, Ariana 
Grande, Bill Gates, Alan Turing, Emeline 
Pankhurst, Jonnie Peacock, Mother 
Teresa, Steven Hawking, Muhammed Ali, 
Will Smith, Katie Piper, Martin Luther 
King, Bear Grylls and Caster Semanya.  

Highlighting the fact that many of these 
people have experienced dark moments 
of prison, illness, injury, poverty, loneliness, 
persecution and disappointment Form 
8vO concluded, “These people rose 
above these absurdities which makes 
them heroic in our eyes.  They have 
shown tremendous inner strength, 
resilience, hope and determination to 
stand by their deeds and goals, making 
this world a better place.”  Thank you 
Form 8vO for making the Jubilee Hall a 
better place.

Natural History Club
Dr Inward and Mrs Bennett Report … 

The weather was mostly good to us this 
half term in the Natural History Club as 
we managed to get out into the lovely 
school grounds and collect some beautiful 
Autumnal leaves to identify.  The children 
collected specimen leaves and bought 
them back to the classroom to draw, 
producing some very colourful creative 
leaves.  More recently, Christmas has been 
the theme for the last couple of weeks 
(no surprise there!) with the children 
making Christmas tree decorations with 
leaves cut out of real bark to hang on 
their Christmas trees.  Lots of glitter and 
googly eyes later and voila … beautiful 
sparkly natural tree decorations!

As a school, the issue of sustainability and 
procurement is an increasingly important 
topic and with the children learning 
about the pursuit of environmental 
impact across the curriculum, it is critical 
to support and introduce important 
concepts and ideas to ensure what they 
are learning comes alive.  Working closely 
with Sodexo, our catering department 
and Bursary have already introduced a 
number of initiatives, including:
•  Since June 2018 all plastic straws and 

stirrers were banned in the school.
•  The team uses Red Tractor Meat and 

MSC fish. Red Tractor is the largest 
food assurance scheme in the United 
Kingdom. It claims to ensure the food 
is traceable, safe to eat and has been 
produced responsibly.

•  We are phasing out single use plastic 
bags and polystyrene foam items such as 
cups, lids and food containers by 2020.

•  Stephen and the team use a local fruit 
and vegetable supplier.

•  Wasteful to Tasteful.  We rescue Grade B 
fruit and vegetables that would normally 
go to landfill. Working with a group of 

cooperative farmers the team here at 
St. Ed’s get a15kg veg box once a week 
and a 5kg fruit box once a month, to put 
towards their menus and create dishes.

•  Plastic bottles are now only used for 
pack lunches and we are looking into 
alternatives eg. cans/cartons in the 
hope that single use plastics can be 
banned entirely from St. Ed’s in the not 
too distant future.

•  The team used small glass bottles for 
Prize and Speech Day as opposed to 
plastic, as glass is easier to recycle. 

•  The team’s food waste and oil are 
collected by Olleco and sent for 
recycling. The Food waste is turned 
into fertilizer and the oil is turned into 
heat/electricity or used for vehicle fuel. 

•  We closely monitor the amount of 
certified sustainable palm oil that Sodexo 
consume and buy GreenPalm certificates 
to compensate for the non-certified palm 
oil that Sodexo source as a company.

•  Sodexo and the World Wildlife fund 
are working together to create 
healthier plant-based meals with less 
environmental impact.

As part of our Learning 
Outside the Classroom 
initiative, the children in 
Forms 3 and 4 took part in 
a novel eggsperiment this 
term, namely, “how far can 
you drop an egg without 
breaking it?”  An interesting 
concept to ponder, and 
one which had the girls and 
boys frantically designing 
and building their “protective nests” to 
ensure a safe flight for the eggs.  One 
by one the eggscellent designs were 
dropped from the balcony and upon 
landing were checked for any eggsploding 
eggs by our resident “Eggspert” Mr 
Church.  Apologies for the egg puns, just 
me “yolking” around!

“ Eggcellent  
Eggsperiment!”St. Ed’s Sustainability



Deck the Halls of Fame ..... 
Congratulations to Erin Brown who took 
part in a TETRATHLON with her pony 
club this term.  Mrs Brown wrote the 
following to Miss Mac: “the improvement 
in her swimming and running disciplines 
since starting Tri club at school has been 
brilliant.  She was in a 10 year and under 
category and came 4th overall out of 
21.   She ran 1000 meters in 4.18sec and 
swam 3.1 lengths of Churchers pool in 
2 mins.  Obviously the other disciplines 
shooting and riding you can’t do at school 
but just doing the sessions on a Friday 
with you gave her 2 P.B”  Well done Erin 
and high five Miss Mac!

St. Ed’s enjoyed not one but two “silver” 
Blue Peter badges being given out in 
assembly this term.  This incredibly special 
badge is a limited edition to celebrate Blue 
Peter’s 60th Birthday which makes the 
recipients even more brilliant! Well done 
to Georgia Thomas (Form 4) and Sophie 
Berry (Form 3) for simply being amazing!

Georgia also competed in her first Under 
8s Grade 4 gymnastics competition 
earlier this term with components on the 
Floor, Uneven bars, Vault and Beam.  She 
did incredibly well and produced 4 solid 
routines – well done Georgia.

A big high five to Ollie Murphy who has 
qualified for the Surrey County Swimming 
Championships in the 50 freestyle.  What 
a fantastic achievement Ollie, you superstar!

Well done Eric Wilson for your “sterling 
effort” in the U13 race at the Reigate 
Cross Country last weekend.  Running 
for St. Ed’s I gather you had to take on 
dog walkers as well as a truly muddy 
slippery course!  Congratulations on a 
job well done!

Lizzy Skidmore is a force to be reckoned 
with!  During the half term Lizzy took part 
in The National Scout Rifle Championships.  
In the 6 yard rifle competition, out of 174 
participants she came 40th and in the Own 
Pistol category, which includes adults, out 
of 103 participants she came 11th.  Finally, 
in the Target Sprint Lizzy took 10 mins 
off her time last year to come 12th with 
a time of 8 mins 42 - this was due to her 
improved shooting and her improved 
pacing she has learnt in school.  What a 
fantastic achievement Lizzy, well done.

A big St. Ed’s high five for Boden Frith 
(Form 5) who in the Summer crewed single 
handed for his Dad on a trip to St. Vaast in 
France.  It was a 14 hour sail (96 nautical 
miles) and is out of sight of land for over 
6 hours.  The weather was quite windy 
but that did not deter him from his duties 

which included tacking, navigational 
tasks as well as keeping both him 

and his Dad fed and watered.  Wow Boden, 
what a star you are!  To be able to say 
you have sailed across the wide part of 
the English Channel at the age of 9 we all 
think is pretty cool!  #St. Ed’s has also been 
informed that you passed your RYA Level 
3 sailing course too … let us know when 
you’re representing team GB Boden!!

Huge congratulations to Seb Golds 
(Form 10) who got through trials and 
is now playing in the U15 Advanced 
Academy Football squad for Chelsea.   
A fantastic achievement Seb, well done.

Having reported on his progress in the 
summer edition, a big high five for  
Mr Eichhorn who completed his walk in 
July raising a whopping £145K.  That is an 
unbelievable amount of money Alex, many 
congratulations on a fantastic achievement.

Great news for Lexie Gosnell who 
has joined the Roller Hockey England 
Youth Ladies on a trip to Portugal.  The 
National Coaching Director for England 
Roller Hockey commented, “it is my 
aim to raise the standard and profile of 
roller hockey in England. As part of this 
I have started Development Projects, 
the aim of which is to develop teams 
to represent England in the European 
Under 17 Championship in the future and 
ultimately win a medal. Lexie has been 
training hard with the development squad 
and has shown potential. If she continues 
with her dedication and commitment, 
she will give herself the best opportunity 
for selection to the final squad, that will 
represent England in the European Under 
17 Championships”.  Keep that hard work 
going Lexie and keep us posted!  Well done.

A big high five to our very own Dr 
Carlin who took part in a Spartan Race 
in Windsor this term and came 49th out 
of 1300 competitors.  That is an amazing 
result Dr Carlin just proving you are a 
true Spartan!  

On 11th November, marking 100 years to 
the day since the guns fell silent at the end 
of the First World War, across the country 
over 1200 beacons were lit as part of the 
“Battle’s Over”, a tribute to the millions 
who were lost or participated in the war.  
Enzo Frederick (Form 8) is a member of 
the Scouts and had the incredible honour 
of being asked to light the Chiddingfold 
Memorial Beacon.  A true accolade to you 
Enzo, well done.

Madelaine Murrin has been incredibly busy 
this term and fantastically successful!  On 
November 18th she won Silver at the 
Intermediate U15 Haslemere Swallows 
Trampoline Gymnastics Gala.  Earlier in 
October Madelaine was selected by her 

club, Guildford RFC, to train with Surrey 
County U13 Rugby Girls for the coming 
season. Her Guildford head Girls coach, 
Australian International, double World 
Cup player and Harlequin Ladies forward, 
Chloe Butler, looks forward to coming to 
St Eds to give another taster session for all 
girls at the school next term in the hope 
they might want to come out and try 
(excuse the pun!). #St. Ed’s would also like 
to take this opportunity of apologising to 
Madelaine for having reported she came 
36th in the IAPS Triathlon in May when 
she actually came 6th.  

You may have noticed Ted Drew marching 
by himself in the playground and wondered 
what he was up to - well Ted is a member 
of 1927 Air Cadets Sq. in Petersfield and 
was proud to represent this unit in the 
Remembrance Day Parade and March on 
11th November in Petersfield. Ted attends 
the Cadets every Tuesday and Thursday 
evening and is now a core member of the 
Squadron as well as being rather good at 
marching!  Congratulations Ted, a great 
honour and a true accolade to you. 

Helping St. Ed’s promote their 
commemorative exhibition, Phoebe 
Wilkinson (Form 9) appeared in the local 
press this term telling the story of her 
Great Great Grandfather and his Victoria 
Cross.  Thank you so much Phoebe for 
sharing your wonderful story and for 
helping the school, you’re a star.

Congratulations to Amelia Pepper (Form 
8) who was invited to exhibit a selection 
of her work at the seventh “Lurgashall 
Arts and Craft Exhibition 2018.”  She had 
on display 4 hung pieces and 1 sculpture 
showcasing her flourishing talent.  Well 
done Amelia.

Luke Kenny (Form 3) received a fantastic 
surprise when he saw that his photo of 
hanging upside down reading his Beano 
got published in … yup, you’ve guessed it, 
the Beano!!  Congratulations Luke!

Many congratulations to the three Hawes 
brothers who dominated the Brook 
Cricket Club Junior awards winning Best 
Player in each of their categories!  Well 
done boys, a fantastic triple achievement!

Last but definitely not least, a big high 
five for Reuben Harrop (Form 6) who 
conquered The Three Peaks Challenge in 
October.  Climbing Snowdon, then Ben 
Nevis and finishing with Scafell in the Lakes, 
Reuben and his team decided to choose the 
shortest but steepest route at Scafell which 
proved immensely challenging, but Reuben 
kept going and successfully completed the 
challenge.  Well done Reuben on  
your fantastic achievement.



Forms 3 & 4 Showcase



Forms 3 & 4 Showcase
The Jubilee Hall came alive last week with not only the Sound of Music, but also with The Lion 
King, Oliver, Annie, Jack and the Beanstalk, Alice & Wonderland and much much more! Displaying 
an abundance of talent, the children performed an evening full to bursting of song, dance, music 
and drama providing their delighted audience with a night to remember! Congratulations to you 
all, and a big thank you to Mrs Darrington, Mrs da Silva, Mrs Molas Moss and Mrs Berridge for all 
of their hard work.



Form 1 and Form 2 proudly present 
their traditional Nativity





Another highlight of the School’s Christmas 
calendar was our FOSE Christmas Fair last 
weekend, and it was certainly a ‘fabulous 
festive fair of frivolity” with something for 
everyone!  A huge thank you to FOSE for 
all of their hard work and commitment to 
making it such a successful morning and 
to all of our staff and parent volunteers 
who helped on the day … we couldn’t do 
it without you!

 Festive Fun



 Festive Fun



 ..... Sport

Miss Stoneman reports … 

The girls have worked hard this term 
on their netball skills. Forms 3&4 
have looked at the different types of 
passing and the basic rules of netball. 
Throughout the term they started to 
pick up more and more rules to start 
to understand where each position 
was allowed. This has helped with 
their match play which all of the girls have 
thoroughly enjoyed, as well as their parents!

Forms 5 and 6 have looked at passing and 
their footwork skills. All of the girls have 
progressed really well over the term and 
started to understand the rules behind 
the footwork skills as well as gaining 
good balance on both feet which in turn 
shows great core control.

Forms 7 and 8 have looked at 
passing ahead of each other and 
how to create space within a game 
to make the passing clearer. This has 
really started to show within their 
game play and means their passing 
has become a lot more sleek.

The senior girls have also looked at 
passing ahead and also moving onto 

the ball to receive. They have worked hard 
and this has enhanced their game play 
considerably as well as helping with their 
linking up from defence to attack. The girls 
have worked hard this term which also 
reflects on their fitness levels which in 
turn have helped their general game play 
and defensive skills. Congratulations girls 
on a great term of netball.

Netball Focus

Mr Birch reports … 

Congratulations to our U13A Rugby 
team who are already looking very 
strong this year beating Barrow Hills 
convincingly 45-15. Jamie Gough is 
running the show from fly half with 
Bertie McDonald keeping an eye on the 
areal threat at full back and acting as 
our last line of defence. Our back line is 
looking particularly powerful with Felix 
Wadman and Oli Catt in the centres. 
Harry Froggatt and Theo Freeland keep 
their engines running on the wings, ready 
to burst into action when Jamie kicks 
the ball through or they get on the end 
of a pass. Our forward pack, bolstered 
by Freddie Rowe and Cosmo Inglis-Jones 
gives us a wonderful set piece, while 
the rest of the forwards are keen ball 
carriers always making the hard yards 
for the team. As a team we are learning 
to move the ball well and play with our 
‘heads up’ in both defence and attack.

Looking lower down the age groups, 
Reuben Harrop is the U11s star player  
at the moment, who moves with dynamic 
acceleration and tackles like a missile.  
Oscar Wadman plays with good vision, 
however we are yet to see our U11s 
play their best rugby but there’s plenty 
of time!  The future of rugby at St. Ed’s is 
bright with these boys coming through 
the ages.

Rugby Roundup

Miss Mac’s Tri Club is gathering pace 
with more and more children joining it 
weekly!  So far the group has focused 
on open water 
swimming techniques, 
bike handling skills & 
transitions.  Tri Club 
takes place during 
sport lessons on a 
Friday so if you would 
more information 
please email Miss 
Mac directly info@
activeacademies.co.uk.

Tri Club

Mr Rance reports … 

Pupil medal success at Prep. 
Schools Judo Championships 
Congratulations and well done to all 
the Judoka who took part in the Prep 
Schools Judo championships organised 
by ProCoach Judo over the weekend of 
the 17th/18th November at Brockhurst 
and Marlston House, Newbury.  

The two-day event was very well 
supported by over 125 boys and girls 
from 18 of the top independent schools 
from across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hampshire and Surrey.

With the level of competition high, our 
pupils competed very well, embracing 
the sporting challenge. I was extremely 
impressed with both the personal 
performance and the sportsmanship 
displayed, especially for those students 
taking part in their first ever competitive 
Judo fixture.  The Judoka competed 
within groups of 4-6 pupils, with the 
group medal success as follows:

Gold medallists Hannah Gruhn 
Bronze medallists Isabella Wheatley, 

Madelaine Murrin, William Rudd,  
Benedict Platt

Spirit of Judo (runner up) awards 
Sophia Wheatley, Toby Crucefix,  
Gabriel Francis

A big thank you to the travelling support 
of parents of which without you, we 
couldn’t have made it the successful 
weekend it was. 

British Masters 2018 
Saturday 13th October, Breckland Leisure 
Centre, Thetford 
Martin Rance (our school Judo guru) 
recently competed in the 2018 British 
Masters Judo Championships held at the 
Breckland Leisure Centre in Thetford 
in October, where he won the Bronze 
medal in the M2 under 81Kg category 
and the Silver medal in the Open Grade 
4th Dan category. A successful day for 
Martin rounded off by collecting 30 
points towards obtaining his 5th Dan 
and placement in the 2019 Great Britain 
Masters Judo Squad.  What a superstar 
Martin, many congratulations from all of 
your fans at St. Ed’s.

JUDO Summary:



Over 15 schools took part in our Inter 
Schools Cross Country event this year 
with over 650 children running here in our 
beautiful grounds.  Individual fastest winning 
times were awarded and the fastest team 
prize was also awarded with the top  
3 runners from each school making up the 
teams.  The competition was incredibly 
strong and well done to the following:

Sophia Whiteley – First and fastest girl in 
the U10s race

Theo Freeland – Second and fastest boy 
in the U12s race

Ethan Gubby – First and fastest boy in 
U14s race

We also won the Team Prize for U12 
boys, U8 girls and U14 girls.  A terrific 
performance from everyone representing 
St. Ed’s on the day.  Well done everyone, 
it was a great day!

Inter School Cross Country Trials



EYFS NATIVITY STARS



EYFS NATIVITY STARS



..... The Sound of Music

School Music Concert
In October, Miss Green hosted a 
School Music Concert where the 
talent on display was truly superb.  
The school’s Wind and Brass 
Ensemble started the evening with 
their rendition of the National 
Anthem, and from there the Jubilee 
Hall was filled with the sweet 
sound of everything musical!  Many 
congratulations to the following 
performers for their evening of 
entertainment:

Charlotte Budgen, Raph Chamberlain, 
Kitty Eichhorn, Rafe Langdale, Jonny 
Murray, Madelaine Murrin, Felix 
Roth, Guy van Oudtshoorn, Joeby 
Austin, Iona Burrell, Rosie Doidge, 
Amelia Norwood, Paige Sanders, Flynn 
Semmelhaack, Arabella Taylor, Zak 
Whightman, Jaspar Hawes, Eliska 
Hartmann, Tobias Bower, Daniel 
Morgan, Amelia Norwood, Iona 
Burrell, Theo Boyd, Josh Taylor, Morgan 
Williams, Scarlett Whitton, Tom Burke, 
Archie Clark, Ben Daunter, Jennifer 
Chater and Reuben Anelay.

Senior House Music Competition
The quality of music at this term’s 
Senior House Music competition was 
simply outstanding.  Starring in the 
“Solo Instrumental Section” were Ben 
Daunter, Piano; Jenny Chater, Piano and 
Reuben Anelay, Trumpet.  In the “Solo 
Vocal Section” Lieske Oomen sang 
Rise Up for Rose, Inigo Burrell sang 
Fairest Isle for Martlet and Grace Anelay 
performed Love is a Plaintive Song 

for Oak.  It was all to play for as the 
“Ensemble Section” took to stage with 
Emma Berridge, Freya Johnson and Cole 
Messina performing Dancing Queen for 
Rose, Katherine Wade and Penny Boyd 
sang Panis Angelicus for Martlet and 
Alex Nightingale, Archie Clark and Tom 
Burke covered James Arthur’s “Say you 
won’t let go” for Oak.  Adjudicating this 
year’s competition was Alex Hodgkinson, 

Director of Music at Christ’s Hospital 
who commented on the extremely 
high level of talent within the room and 
how he had found it incredibly difficult 
to judge.  However, there had to be a 
winner, and huge congratulations to Oak 
who came first in all three categories 
resulting in an Oak landslide!  Well 
done and congratulations to all of our 
performers on the day.



The inaugural St. Ed’s Piano Festival 
took place this term with a tremendous 
53 performers taking part.  From the 
youngest soloist who had only 5 lessons 
right through to our seasoned Music 
GCSE students, the Jubilee Hall was 
alight with an array of beautiful recitals.  
Of course, one of the highlights of the 
evening was the performance of Chariots 
of Fire played by our former Director of 
Music Brian Cotterill and accompanied by 
his more than able partner, Mr Wright … 
well, I say more than able, more like  
Mr Bean!  Congratulations to everyone 
who took part:   
(listed in order of appearance):

Toby Wright, Jacob Austwick, Bo Carey, Archie 
Record, Erin Wilson, Arabella Taylor, Florence 
Walker, Phoebe Smith, Matthew Wade, Isobel 
Austwick, Susanna Christie, Isaac Adams, 
Miss Green and Mrs Molas-Moss, Jamie King, 
Phoebe McEwan, Max McCreadie, Bella Kidd, 
Freya Johnson, Rosie Doidge, Jacob Norwood, 
Jessica Bates, Wesley Mercer, Sophie Broughton, 
Oscar Simonsson, Ayden Helders, Mia 
McKenzie, James Waterfield, Eric McQuillan, 
Eliza Butler, Luca Kellar-Hume, Clara Bahaire, 
Bella Carlin, Oliver Roberts, Ted Walliker,  
Brian Cotterill, Rafe Langdale, Leonardo 
Masella-Taylor, Florence Hibberd, Benedict 
Platt, Sebastian Bissett, Eliska Hartmann, 
Jennifer Chater, Thomas Burke, Inigo Burrell, 
Enzo Frederick, Ben Daunter, Scarlett 
Whitton, Jonny Murray, Matthew Cooke.

Many congratulations to Scarlett 
Doidge who won distinction in her 
first Solo Introductory Stage Three 
Lamda exam this term.

A big high five to Scarlett Whitton 
who passed her Intermediate 
Foundation ballet exam at The 
Royal Academy of Dance in 
London with a high merit.  Scarlett 
along with her fellow class 
mates Ella Chauhan and Mariella 
Thompson, is also appearing as Iris 
in “Fame the Musical” presented 
by Surrey Theatre Academy at 
Haslemere Hall on Saturday 8th 
December.  Best of luck girls!

Jonny Murray 
won his class 
(own choice 
competitive) 
on piano at 
Farnham Music 
Festival earlier 
this month, 
playing Chanson 
du Chasseur by 
Gabriel Grovlez.  
Well done Jonny, 
you superstar!

Reuben Anelay 
played in the 
National Youth 
Brass Band of 
Great Britain at 
The Barbican 
with the London 
Symphony 
Orchestra last 
month.  They 
premiered James 
MacMillan’s 
“All the Hills and Vales along” 
and received a 5 star review in 
The Times as well as being played 
on Radio 3!  And if that wasn’t 
enough, Reuben went on to win 
his class in the Farnham Music 
Festival, where his playing was 
rated “outstanding”.  Wow Reuben, 
many congratulations on both 
legendary performances.

A big high five to Eliska Hartmann 
who won the 7 and under Piano 
category at The Farnham Music 
Festival.  Many congratulations Eliska 
on your fantastic performance.

Deck the Halls 
of Fame 

Choral Concert

On 15th November, Miss Green hosted 
her annual “Choral Concert” which 
proved to be a musical treat for everyone 
in the audience.  A record number of 
children performed with an array of solo 
performances including Purdy Kent singing 
River Lullaby, Darcey Wrigley singing I’d 
do Anything and Tom Burke performing 
Supermarket Flowers.  The Senior Choir 
sang a brilliant adaptation of Abba’s “Super 
Trooper” and Bella Isaacs and Phoebe 
Smith wowed the audience 
with their take on “naughty”!  
Another highlight of the 
evening was Archie Clark’s 
“Queen Medley” and the 
Voces Iuvenum joined the 

Chapel Choir in a resounding rendition 
of Keep The Home Fires Burning which 
brought the evening’s entertainment 
to a close.  Many congratulations to 
everyone who performed including the 
following soloists:  Sophia Graham, Purdy 
Kent, Clara Bahaire, Georgia Thomas, 
Lily Hampson, Noah Record, Genevieve 
Whiteley, Isobel Austwick, Arabella 
Taylor, Darcey Wrigley, Yasmin Gubby, 
Bella Isaacs, Phoebe Smith, Penny Boyd, 

Archie Clark, Katherine 
Wade, Freya Johnson, Inigo 
Burrell, Scarlett Whitton, Tom 
Burke, Gracy Anelay, Senior 
Choir, Voces Iuvenum and the 
Chapel Choir.

Piano Festival



Forms 5 to 8 Showcase
Many congratulations to the cast of our Forms 5 to 8 
Performing Arts Showcase last week.  Providing the packed 
audience with an evening of dance, song, music, drama and 
comedy, there was an abundance of talent on show for 
everyone to enjoy!  Well done everyone!





..... St. Ed’s Gallery

During our Remembrance week, Form 2 created these fantastic 
clay poppies which they painted themselves with acrylic paint.  

Form 3 have gone “down under” this term working on 
their own Aboriginal art creations.

Studying “natural forms”, Form 7 have painted these 
stunning flowers inspired by “Georgia O’Keeffe”

Form 6 have spent this term studying coy fish, using different 
paints and materials including clay modelling and watercolour.



Form 8 have taken part in a cross-curricular 
project this term combining their art lessons 
and latin/classic lessons producing these 
fantastic Greek Pottery plates.

Form 10 have been busy 
working on developing 
their skill set with 
learning the art of 
Chiaroscuro which is the 
use of strong contrasts 
between light and dark.  
They have also been 
creating their own 
Reverse Applique, the 
art of cutting sections 
of layered fabrics 
that have been sewn 
together in patterns.  

Form 11 present 
a selection of 
their coursework:

“ Culture”  
by Lana  
Boyd-Livingston

“ The Ocean”  
by Reuben Anelay

“ Food”  
by Matt Semper



 ..... Mr Harnden’s Designs

Form 5 are currently working on a Robotics project. Simple circuits and surface developments have been combined to create a 
huge selection of electronic creatures. These buzz in all directions and if a pen is attached they will create strange Robot Art all 
on their own.  Watch this space next term to see the Robot Art Gallery.

Form 7 are just finishing 2 
picture frames. One frame had 
to be made by hand, the other 
by using a little Computer aided 
design & manufacture.  Can you 
spot the difference?! They have 
now moved onto making some 
simple storage boxes with the 
lids being made by the Vacuum 
Former to generate Lego 
inspired designs.

Form 6 are currently working 
on a Pencil Holder Project. 
Drills, saws and rasps have 
been used to create buckets of 
saw dust while making these 
fantastic lizards.  A little glue 
is now needed to get these 
finished next term.

Form 8 are putting the finishing 
touches to their file boxes. The 
designs for this very “useful” 
project are varied and some are 
highly intricate. All can be used 
to store notes, magazines or 
revision guides or if needed I am 
sure you could fit a laptop or 
tablet in one of them!



 ..... Mr Harnden’s Designs

Form 11 are coming close to completing their major 
coursework project. These projects include modern 
shelving systems, fish tanks, computer desks and plant 
growing systems.

Form 9 are just finishing their 
Maori inspired jewellery from 
pewter and are currently 
thinking about ways to 
present these wonderfully 
creative and technically 
challenging pieces of work.

Form 10 finished their Push Along 
toy project which meant only one 
thing … it was time to have them 
tested by their biggest critics, the 
children in Reception! The toys were 
well used and we received great 
feedback. This included the question 
why have they not got people driving 
inside and the critical comment,  “I 
think they should be red.”  Thank 
you to Reception and well done for 
not breaking or chipping them … 
it could have all ended in tears for 
Form 10. 

Form 10 are now currently working 
on a Lamp Project and it feels like 
they are using every material and 
machine in the workshop. Well done 
for being so creative but your target 
will be to improve how you tidy up 
all this equipment next term!
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 ..... St. Ed’s Christmas Jumper Day!

Merry Christmas from #St. Ed’s


